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The Calhoun County Humane Society

Dba The Animal Shelter

“Adoption. A better option!”

Dear Volunteer,

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at The Animal Shelter. Volunteers play a vital role at shelter and we're always looking for new friends. 

We are looking for volunteers who are committed, caring and responsible to truly make a difference in the lives of the abandoned and homeless animals in our care.  We need friendly, outgoing and personable volunteers to assist the public and work with the staff in our Shelter and at off-site events.  If you are under the age of 16, you must have a parent or guardian accompanying you at all times.

The first step to becoming a volunteer is to complete and return the Volunteer Candidate Information form.  The form may be mailed, emailed (ashelter@bellsouth.net) or dropped off during Shelter hours. If mailed, please send to The Animal Shelter, 1201 Parkwood Drive, Anniston, AL 36201.  The Animal Shelter will contact you regarding availability, training and placement in a volunteer position.

Please understand that completion of the Volunteer Candidate Information form does not assure placement. The Animal Shelter fills the positions and time slots that are needed and will keep your inquiry on file for future placement. 

If you are an organization that would like to send a group to volunteer at the shelter, please contact us at ashelter@bellsouth.net or call (256) 236-1581.  If you're interested in volunteering at the thrift store call Kathleen or Penny at (256) 847-1125. 

You can help make a difference in an animal’s life and have fun doing it!  We look forward to working with you to make the world a more humane place for all animals.

The Animal Staff and Board of Directors
1201 Parkwood Drive, Anniston, AL  36201 ~ (256) 236-1581 ~ ashelter@bellsouth.net


The Animal Shelter

Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome!  The Animal Shelter is pleased that you are considering joining our team of volunteers and want your volunteer experience to be a positive one.  Below is a list and brief description of the many volunteer opportunities available at The Animal Shelter and hope you’ll find a position that will match your talents. 

Help is needed in the following areas:

Clerical Work

Ok- so it's not glamorous, but we could really use help with answering the telephone, stuffing envelopes – keeping us organized! Clerical projects vary, and some can even be done from your own home. Flexibility is important, as projects vary from week to week.

Shelter Food Pickup and Delivery (Super Value and Walmart)

Did you know that almost all of the food at The Animal Shelter is donated by Super Value and Walmart?  These generous corporations collect all types of food, litter, treats, and supplies that are unusable and donate it The Animal Shelter.  We need volunteers with the means to haul donations (truck) when they contact us.  Walmart donates weekly (Monday) and Super Value about once a month.  Volunteers need to be flexible and dependable as we need to maintain our relationships with these sponsors. 

Foster Care

This special corps of volunteers dedicates 24/7 to the care of animals not suitable for shelter care.  Small breed dogs, nursing mothers, sick or injured animals, puppies and kittens all have a higher survival rate living outside the shelter.  This takes a special sort of volunteer, and is a big commitment. 

Fundraising Events

The Animal Shelter holds events throughout the year, and from monthly off-site adoptions at PetSmart to Holiday Pet Portraits - we always need volunteers. We are looking for enthusiastic, out-going volunteers to personify our mission in the public eye. 

General Animal Care- Dog Walking & Socializing Cats

One of our greatest, ongoing needs involves paying attention to our current animals. We need volunteers daily to walk our dogs and pet the cats. Volunteers must be comfortable handling animals, both large and small – we are looking for people to put some time and love into increasing our animals’ adoptability through socialization and basic training. 

 
Grounds and Maintenance

Okay, this isn’t the most glamorous of volunteer jobs at the Shelter but it is a necessity because our grounds require constant attention.  We need volunteers able to perform basic grounds keeping  (i.e. cutting grass, trimming) and can bring their own equipment as ours is often broken or unreliable.  If gardening is your passion, we also have planters that could use some updated plantings and a lot of TLC!

Pet Adoption (PetSmart or Shelter)

Help us make the perfect match! Greeting potential adopters at the Animal Shelter or PetSmart (first Saturday of each month) and helping them meet the furry companion of their dreams increases adoption success rates. We need dedicated “people persons” to aid our adoption staff in serving the public. You’ll answer general questions about The Animal Shelter, as well as handling general questions about particular animals. 

 

PetSmart – Cat Condo

Cleaning, Cleaning, Cleaning! Volunteers kick in some elbow grease to keep the PetSmart cat condos clean and the animals healthy. It’s a never-ending chore, but the payoff is pretty big. Grubby clothes and a hard work ethic are a must. This position requires a commitment of about 1 – 2 hours a week on an assigned day.

 
Photo Team Member

Have a digital camera? Help us put our animals on the web. Take pictures of adoptable animals to be posted on Petfinder and other websites. 

Recycling Program

Help the Shelter go green and get green with our “Cash for Critters” program.  We are currently recycling aluminum cans that are donated by the community but would like to get community organizations involved too.  We’re excited to announce a new association with EcoPhones a leader in cellular phone fundraising and recycling. In addition, recycling incentives are offered for jet ink cartridges, digital cameras and laptop computers.  At this time the thrift store is managing this program due to donations they receive that are recyclable.  We need volunteers to assist with collecting items for recycling as well as delivering aluminum cans to the recycling center.
Thrift Store

Do you have good organization skills, enjoy getting your hands soapy, have a flair for decorating or like to interact with the public?  At Secondhand Tails we can always use a few extra hands to help sort, clean, price and display items in the thrift store.  The store is open Monday thru Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  All our sales support the Animal Shelter.  Call the thrift store at (256) 847-1125 for more information.
Volunteer Candidate Information
Calhoun County Humane Society

1201 Parkwood Drive

Anniston, AL  36201

(256) 236-1581

	Applicant Information

	Last Name
	
	First
	
	Date
	

	Street Address
	
	Apartment/Unit #
	

	City
	
	State
	
	ZIP
	

	Phone
	Home:

Cellular:

Other:
	E-mail Address
	

	
	
	Date of Birth


	

	Date Available
	
	Emergency Contact Information:
Name:

Phone:

	Have you worked as a volunteer before?
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 

	NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

	If yes, where?

	Do you have any skills, training or hobbies (computers, photography, grooming) that might be helpful to The Animal Shelter?  


	Volunteer Group of Interest (Please review descriptions and requirements before answering)
	              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Clerical Work (Shelter) 
              FORMCHECKBOX 
   Shelter Food Delivery
              FORMCHECKBOX 
   Foster Care
              FORMCHECKBOX 
   Fundraising Events

              FORMCHECKBOX 
   General Animal Care
              FORMCHECKBOX 
   Grounds & Maintenance


	              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pet Adoption (PetSmart) 
              FORMCHECKBOX 
  PetSmart – Cat Condo   
              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Photo Team Member

              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recycling Program 
              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Thrift Store

 

	Please check the day(s) you are able to volunteer.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monday   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tuesday   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wednesday   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Thursday   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friday   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Saturday  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sunday

Time: __________________________

	Any other information that you think we should know to get to know you better: 


	________________________________________________

Signature



Calhoun County Humane Society 
Volunteer Agreement and Release  

Volunteer Agreement


My services to the Animal Shelter are provided strictly in a voluntary capacity as a volunteer, and without any express or implied promise of salary, compensation or other payment of any kind whatsoever.  My services are furnished without any employment-type benefits, including employment insurance programs, worker’s compensation accrual in any form, vacations or sick time.

I will familiarize myself and comply with the Animal Shelter’s policies and procedures applicable to volunteers. In particular, I fully understand that the Animal Shelter expects high standards of moral and ethical treatment of the animals under its care. I will adhere strictly to these standards in my capacity as a volunteer. I will follow the policies, procedures, and safety precautions of the Animal Shelter, and follow the instructions/directions of the staff of the Animal Shelter. I understand that the Animal Shelter, without notice or hearing, may terminate my services as a volunteer at any time, with or without reason.

I understand the potential safety risks of working with animals and of bringing home illnesses from the shelter to personal pets. I will practice reasonable health hygiene and adhere to the hygiene policies of the Animal Shelter. I will not bring unapproved guests or family to the Animal Shelter while I am on duty.

_________________________________________                         ______________________

Signature






Date

ADULT VOLUNTEER RELEASE 

I, __________________________________, agree to act as a volunteer for the Calhoun County Humane Society (the “Shelter”). I acknowledge and agree that activities performed by me as a volunteer will be performed strictly on a voluntary basis, without any pay, compensation or benefits, including without limitation, workers’ compensation benefits. I agree to comply with the rules and regulations established from time to time by the Shelter and understand my failure to do so may result in my immediate removal as a volunteer. 

I am aware of the nature of the activities to be performed by me as a volunteer and recognize that in handling animals and performing other volunteer tasks, a risk of harm, injury, illness or disease exists, including physical harm, illness or disease caused by animals. I agree that all volunteer activities are to be performed by me at my risk and I assume full responsibility therefore.  
 I understand that public relations are an important part of volunteering at the Shelter. I consent and authorize the Shelter to use any photographs taken of me for public relations purposes. 

On behalf of myself, my heirs and personal representatives, I agree not to hold or attempt to hold the Calhoun  County Humane Society, their officers or employees responsible for any injury or damage sustained or incurred by me arising out of or in any way connected with my activities as a volunteer for the Shelter and thereby release and discharge the Shelter and their officers and employees from any and all claims, demands, causes of action of any nature or cause, for any such injury or damage incurred or suffered by me. 

 _________________________________________                         ______________________

Signature






Date

